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1. IDENTITY. OF COMPLAINANT
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hereby file this sworn complaint with the Texss Ethiu Commission. My address is
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IIl. NATURE OF ALLEGED VIOLATION

(Inciude the specific lnw ar rale alieped ts have boen viejates,
if posslble. The Texmy Edkics Comminsion bas jurisdiction to
enforce only Chapters 192, 305, and 572 of the Government
Code and Tith 1S of the Electisn Code.)
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Avsch nddidonsi pegey, if nacessary.
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HII. NATURE OF ALLEGED VIOLATION

: Seaman knowingly made or authorized 4 paymens from » polmcal contribution to
puxchasemdwopatymwpuytheimmtmmpdmipdofamh purchase of -
real property. See Tex. Elec. Code § 253.038(n). - : :

Seaman converted political contributions to personsl use by making an expenditure
that ismtanm'dinaxymdmoeas-yemincmedinoonnwionwithhis activities as
a candidate or officeholder. See Tex. Elec. Code §§ 253.033(), (¢)-
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IV. SYATEMENT OF FACTS

(State the facts constinating the afleged viclation, lncludiog the
datey on Whicth or the period of fime i which -the alieged
viohtion accurred. Identily slegations of fuct wot pervenally -
known to the compiainant bt allegod om lndormatien and
use simple, coucite, and Sireet statementy.)
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Auach additionn] papes, if necessary.
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IV.STATEMENT OF ALLEGED FACTS

Seaman wsed political contributions to pay all or part of the purchase of am
Austin condossinium wait for community property for which his wife is the owsner of

record.

On May 6, 1999, Seaman’s wife, Ellen, was deeded a condominium unit located at 40
[H-35 North, Austin, Texas, for an undisclosed purchase price. Special Warranty Deed
from Town Lake Partners, Lid., fo Ellen V. Seaman for Unit 4C4, Building D, Towers of
Town Lake Condominiums 1 (May 6, 1999). The Travis County Appraisat District lists
Ellen Seaman as the owner of the Austin unil on its rolls. Prop. Id. No. 188084, Travis

~ Cent. Appraisal Dist.

On November 5, 1996, Scaman was elected as 2 member of the Texas Honse of
Representatives, and has been re-clected at each general election since then, Scamap is a
gandidate for re-election in the 2006 general election to be held November 7, 2000.

SMelm,mmeAwﬁnmi!wnsdeededwEl}enScnmn,Scammhaspaid _
Ellen Seaman a toial of $126,134.00 from political funds as “rent” for the Austin unit. On
his campaign finance repotts, Scaman indicates that he used political contributions to pay
about $1 000.00 per manth to “Austin Land Co.” as “rent.” E.g. Eugane J. (Gene)

Seaman, Candidate/Officeholder Campaign Fin. Rpt. (Form C/OH), Rpt. No. 315532 at
91-92 (July 17, 2006). Ellen Seaman is doing business in Travis County a3 “Austin Land '
Co.” Juishe Powell and Dan Kelley, Seaman Paid Wife $44K in Rens, Corpus Christi
Caller-Times Al (Sept. 9, 2006).

Under Texas law, all propesty, including wages and carnings from scparate property,
acquired by either spouse during marriage is community property. Tex. Fam. Code §
3.002; McClary v. Thompson, 65 $.W.3d 829, 834 (Tex. App. — Fort Worth, 2002, pet.
denied). The presumption that all property possessed by either spouse during the marriage
is commumity property can be rebutted only by clear and convincing evidence. See Tex.
Fam. Code § 3.003.

The deed contains 1o language indicating that the property is being conveyed to Ellen
Seaman as her saparate property. The Seamans have not recorded any agroement making
the Austin unit Ellen Seaman’s personal propexty in the land records of Travis County.
See Tex. Fam. Code § 4.106. Her occupation is “housewife.” Eugene J. (Gene) Seaman,
Persopal Fin, State. (Form PFS), Rpt. No. 301154 at 2 (Feb. 3, 2006). The Austin Land
Co. was neither an assumed pame of Elicn Scaman nor was it an incorporated business
until September 2006. Powell and Kelley, Corpus Christi Caller-Tines at A1. Ellen
Scaman has no financial assets of her own and her only sovrce of occupational income is
from her occupation as a housewife. Eugene J. (Gene) Seaman, Prsonal Fin. State.
(Form PFS), Rpt. No. 301154 at 2. '



Ellen Seaman purchased the Austin unit with Seaman’s property. His payment of
“nnf’wﬁllmSummﬂmn.isnothingmeﬁnnnmmOrpoliﬁm funds to the
community estate for payments made “t0 purchase real propesty.”

' Additionally, Seaman paid the condominium association dues assessed on the Austin
unit from political funds. Eugene J. (Gene) Seaman, Candidate/Officeholder Campaign
Fin. Rpt. (Form (/OH), Rpt No. 315532 at 171-173. Condominiuwm assessments are a
personal obligation of the unit’s ownet, and subject the property 10 lien if unpaid. See
Tex. Prop. Code § 82.113. Seaman’s use of political furds to pay the pexsonal personal
obligations for his community propeity are an impermissible personal use of those funds.
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V. LISTING OF DOCUMENTS AND OTHER MATERIALS

(List oV docaments snd ofher matertals filod with this complaiat.
Additienlly, Nst all other documents and othey moterials thut are
Mhﬂhm-ﬂmunwi&hpnmmm

imcinding their loeation, if known.)

op . Ilachedh.

Atk aeblibonal pages, i mevevcary.
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V. LISTING OF DOCUMENTS AND OTHER MATERIALS

Special Warranty Deed from Town Lake Paruers, Lid., w Elien V. Sewman for Unit 4C4,
Building D, Towers of Town Lake Condominiums 1 (May 6, 1999).



VI. AFFIDAVIT
BASED ON FERSONAL KNOWLEDGE
mummmmmmmmmmw

!' - mwm
swear that 1 have knowledge of the facts alleged in this complaint
and that the informetion costsined in this complaint is true

andd cogrect. . .
Shgnature of complakient
_AFFIX NOTAXY STAMP /SEAL ABQVE
Swirn w and sobucribed befors me, by the wit , this
e duy of LN w cartify which, witnies sy Meod and scut of effics.
Sigatura of offtout addinimeing o Pt saonc of affinor sdbtsiiovcting ok Tl ol afficar atinisworing oaty
VIL. AFFIRDAVIT

BASED ON INFORMATION AND BELIEF

(Enccute this sfidavit & 0 acts alleged we not within your
divect parsons! knowlelge, but ave based o ressonsble baliof.)

5L :]-é% Mm@* (“"%Efséh + Somplninant,
swear that | have robson to helieve snd 80 belicve that the viokation alloged in
ﬂmﬂ:qhimhlucmnd.ww s of miy & ivn sad belicf
is arhecle ' .
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. Sigaature oF compiaisumnt
AFFIX NOTAXY STAMF/!SEAL ABQVE
Sworn 10 wid awbacribed dedoce me, bytm.ﬁ___‘IéM {ote Hr MpSteesor Wit
the ,\___dmf' e O(o « %0 Sty which, withews sy hand and ses of nfice,

of afficer uigrimstering coth Frint s of oftion sdaviwictwiog outh Tk of officer adwinincring osth
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i Nofesy fhbece

"KATHLEEN D. SMITH

eT2) Notary Publc, Stale of Toxas §

My Commission Expires  §



